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October 5, 2014    Genesis 50:15–21 

  
15 

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a grudge 

against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 
16 

So they sent word to Joseph, saying, 

“Your father left these instructions before he died: 
17 

‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to 

forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please 

forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept. 

  

  
18 

His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they said.   

  
19 

But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 
20 

You intended to harm me, but 

God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 
21 

So then, don’t 

be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.   

 

The Loving Words of the Living Son are Better than the Last Words of the Dying Father 

 

Think back to Joseph’s original reunion with his brothers.  Remember how the whole thing came about? His 

brothers hated the fact that Joseph was a favorite of their father.  Joseph used to tell on his step-brothers for their 

wicked behavior.   He had been given a dream from God that he would rule over his brothers and his father.  

When Joseph told his family about it, they absolutely hated the idea of it.  When Joseph approached them far 

away from home, they originally were planning on killing him.  Instead, they decided to sell him into slavery; 

thinking they’d never see him again.   

 

Joseph ended up in Egypt.  He interpreted some dreams of Pharaoh and predicted a 7 year famine; being 

promoted to second in command; and was used by God to save thousands of lives.  His brothers were forced to 

come to Egypt for food.  When they got there, they had no idea who Joseph was.  So Joseph toyed with them for 

a while and then finally revealed to them who he was.  Listen to the initial words he had with them in Genesis 

48 -  

 

“Come close to me.  I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 
5 

And now, do not be 

distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that 

God sent me ahead of you. . . .  to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a 

great deliverance.  
8 

So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to 

Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.  . . . 
13 

Tell my father about all the 

honor accorded me in Egypt and about everything you have seen. And bring my father down here 

quickly.” . . . 
14 

Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin 

embraced him, weeping. 
15 

And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his 

brothers talked with him.   

 

Joseph couldn’t have been any more forgiving towards his brothers.  He professed his faith in God and knew 

that God had a great plan throughout all of this.   

 

Fast forward to Genesis 50; our text for today.  17 years had passed.  All of that time the brothers and their 
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families lived under Joseph’s protection, enjoying Joseph’s blessings.  He was nice to them and kind.  They had 

no reason for suspicion that he was angry with them; none that we have in the Scriptures.  But what happened 

when Jacob died?  They said, “What if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the 

wrongs we did to him?”  They immediately suspected that all of Joseph’s kindness was only done because of 

their father.  It makes you wonder if they lived with this fear for the entire 17 years?  Were they always worried 

about their father having a heart attack or an aneurism?   It’s really kind of sad to think about how they may 

have lived for the entire 17 years in fear, even while they were enjoying Joseph’s love and protection.  

 

If you think about it, that’s how some who profess to believe in Christ live in their relationship with God.  Even 

as they enjoy God’s wonderful gifts of health and work, in the back of their minds they fear that somehow God 

is going to hold them accountable for everything they’ve ever done; that when they die God is going to put them 

through a long and tortuous hall of shame over all of their wicked acts.  They have no confidence at all that 

Jesus’ died to pay for all of their sins so that they wouldn’t have to pay for them.   

 

Even in this life, when something bad happens; some equate it with some kind of revenge coming from God.  

When the brothers were first in Egypt and Joseph demanded they bring Benjamin back with them they said, 

“Surely we are being punished because of our brother. We saw how distressed he was when he pleaded 

with us for his life, but we would not listen; that’s why this distress has come upon us.”  Imagine living 

your whole life being fearful of some divine retribution over your worst of sins!  Do you ever think this way?   

 

When you have that fear it affects the way you live life.  You fear being happy; enjoying anything in life.  You 

fear that God is going to pull the rug out from under you because you know you don’t deserve such blessings 

and so does God.  Instead of thanking God for His gifts of grace which are undeserved, you live in fear that God 

wants you to be miserable because you are a miserable sinner.  That was the brothers’ attitude to Joseph, and 

that is how some feel towards God.   

 

In fear the brothers came to Joseph and tried to invoke their dead father’s last wishes as reason why he should 

be nice to them.  They sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 
17 

‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they 

committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your 

father.”   I don’t know whether Jacob really said those words or not, but I have my doubts.   

 

When their message came to him, Joseph wept.   

 

Why did Joseph weep?  Wouldn’t it have saddened Joseph to see that his brothers thought that for all of these 

years Joseph couldn’t wait to get revenge on them?  If he believed they were the words of his father, then he 

would have wept because his FATHER thought he was only biding his time to get revenge.  Also, to think that 

Joseph was only being nice to them because of his father - that would have hurt Joseph as well.   He had been 

nothing but kind to his brothers, and right at the very outset he had told them that God was working throughout 

all of their sins to save lives.  Now they were suspicious that all of his behavior was only deceitfully done in 

order to please their father; that their love and forgiveness from Joseph was dependent on a dying man.  

Joseph’s love was not because of his dying father.  It was because of his living God who promised to preserve a 

REMNANT - through which the Savior of the world would come.   
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Think about that whole concept.  Why do you love your kids?  Is it only so they love you back and tell you how 

much they love you?  Is it to impress their mom?   What happens when those reasons are no longer there?  What 

if the step mom dies; will you still love them?  Will you still care for them?  If it is no deeper than that, then you 

should weep.  If you only work a job to get more money; if you’re only nice to people because they’re nice to 

you; if you only talk to your siblings because your parents make you; your actions are shallow and fickle; they 

are no more deep than on a dying man’s last breath.  

 

Again, Joseph’s love for his brothers was much deeper than his love for his father.  His love and forgiveness 

was based on the grace and mercy of God.  Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 
20 

You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the 

saving of many lives. 
21 

So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” 

 

Notice what Joseph said twice.  Don’t be afraid.  Those are the same words that Jesus said after the resurrection 

from the dead.  Don’t be afraid.  Why?  Because all of this was under the direction of the God who wants to 

SAVE lives.   This same God still lives today.  He still wants to save lives.  This is why He died and rose from 

the dead - to save your life; not condemn you.   

 

Joseph didn’t want to play God, even though the Pharaoh thought he was a god; Joseph had no such aspirations. 

And even though Joseph was a high ranking official in the government; he still had no aspirations of providing 

his own sense of justice on this earth.  He had seen throughout this whole process how God was using their evil 

intentions for his and their own good.  How could he be angry at them after all God had done to work it out for 

good? 

 

If only we could see how God does this as clearly as Joseph did.  We may never know how the things that hurt 

us the most served us the best; enabling us to stay in the faith and end up in heaven?  Think too about some of 

your worst sins - how you wish you could take them back; the things you’ve said to people; the ways you’ve 

made them cry.  What if God works those sins out for their good too?  What if God uses those things to make 

them stronger in the faith and end up in heaven?  Imagine if the people you would be most ashamed to meet in 

heaven would be the first ones to come and give you a hug?  Who knows?  What we do know is that there are 

no grudges in heaven.  When God says, “I forgive you” it also means that He has covered and buried your sins 

in Christ; and he will not bring them back up.  What we also know is that God truly does work all things out for 

good and that God wants all of us to be saved.   

 

Isn’t the greatest evidence of this wonderful truth seen in the cross?  Humanity had every intention of 

eradicating Jesus’ name from the face of the earth.  We wanted to humiliate him and kill him in the most 

embarrassing and inhumane way?  Yet in doing that very thing Jesus knew exactly what was happening.  He 

was going to use that most shameful behavior as His most glorious act; He was going to take that which we 

should eternally be punished for and use it to forgive us.  God was able to take the worst act ever with the worst 

of intentions; the crucifixion and death of God’s perfect Son; as the means by which He would pay for the sins 

of the world.  God places that cross before our faces.  We might want to run and hide from our shameful act that 

we committed against God.  Yet we look at it in awe and faith.  He used that cross to pay for our sins!  He let all 

of that go on because He wanted to save you.  If you ever doubt that God works out things for good; look to the 

cross and the resurrection and think again.   
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It is such an amazing thing that happens in this story.  The brothers absolutely hated Joseph and sold him into 

slavery over the very fact that he predicted they were going to be his slaves.  Yet here; after all of these years; in 

guilt and shame they willingly bow before Joseph and call themselves his slaves.  They were scared for their 

lives and their families’ lives.  They were embarrassed and ashamed over what they did.  They were not too 

proud to beg for mercy.   They were glad to be slaves of Joseph; especially after how kind he had been to them.  

They ended up anything but slaves.  They were embraced and remained Joseph’s brothers; with all of the 

privileges of having a brother as king. 

 

Isn’t that just a wonderful picture of repentance that God wants us to ultimately have before him?  You kneel 

before God and simply beg for mercy.  You gladly beg to only be called his slave.  But Joseph wept.  He didn’t 

want them to think of him that way.  He wanted them to see and believe that he was there to be his provider.  

God put him there to save a remnant of Israelites; so that the Savior could be born through them.   

 

The NIV says, “And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.”  The translation does not do justice to the 

words in Hebrew.  Joseph; the living Joseph; literally “spoke to their hearts.”  He told them the exact same 

things he said before.  Joseph hadn’t changed.  His behavior was not based on his love for his father.  His love 

and forgiveness stemmed from God’s love for him.  He let them know again that he had no ill will.  What faith 

Joseph had!  What love!  Through all of the tears and all of the hurt they had caused him; he only wanted them 

to know his love and forgiveness!  Oh that we could respond the same to those who have hurt us much less!   

 

It’s embarrassing to think of the accusations we’ve made against God; the same feelings of fear and 

abandonment that the brothers had; the times we’ve accused him of not caring.  How we’ve hurt God!  But oh, 

how forgiving and kind He is - a thousand times more than Joseph.  

 

No matter how long you’ve been a Christian; you need to hear the same comforting words from God again and 

again.  He doesn’t hate you.  He isn’t holding a grudge.  He took on flesh for you.  He went to the cross for you.  

He punished His Son for you.  He went to heaven to prepare a place for you.  If you are suffering under the 

results of sin; if you feel as if God has abandoned you or is nursing a grudge; then go back to the word and 

listen to him again.  Your sins are forgiven.  Do not be afraid.  He says these things to you so that you don’t 

live in fear that He is holding a grudge; so that you can enjoy the things He gives you now and most importantly 

the life you will have with Him in eternity.  His love for you and His will for you is much greater than a dying 

father’s last wishes.  It is the word and promise of the living Son who died for you and rose from the dead to 

save you.  Amen.   


